
46 CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT 

1.—Governors General of Canada since Confederation 

N a m e 
Date D a t e of 

of Assumption 
Appoin tment of Office 

June 1, 1867 July 1, 1867 
Dec . 29, 1XBX F e b . 2, 1869 
May 22, 1872 June 25, 1872 
Oct. s, 1878 Nov. 25, 1878 
Aug. 18, 1-883 Oct. 23, 1883 
M a y 1, 1888 June 11, 1888 
M a y 22, 1893 Sept. 18, 1893 
July HO, 1898 Nov . 12, 1898 
Sept. 26, 1904 Dec . 10, 1904 
Mar. 21, 1911 Oct. 13, 1911 
Aug. 19, 1916 Nov . 11, 1916 
Aug. 2, 1921 Aug. 11. 1921 
Aug. s, 1926 Oct. 2, 1926 
F e b . 9, 1931 Apr. 4, 1931 
Aug. 10, 1935 Nov . 2, 1935 

Apr . 3, 1940 June 21, 1940 

Aug. 1, 1945 Apr . 12, 1946 
Jan. 24, 1952 F e b . 28, 1952 

VISCOUNT M O N C K , G . C . M . G 
LORD L I S G A R , G . C . M . G 
The E A R L OF D U F F E R I N , K . P . , K . C . B . , G . C . M . G 
The M A R Q U I S OF L O R N E , K . T . , G . C . M . G 
The M A R Q U I S OF L A N S D O W N E , G . C . M . G 
LORD STANLEY OF P R E S T O N , G . C . B 
The E A R L OF A B E R D E E N , K . T . , G . C . M . G 
The E A R L OF M I N T O , G . C . M . G 
EARL G R E Y , G . C . M . G 
F I E L D M A R S H A L H . R . H . Trie D U K E OF C O N N A U G H T , K . G 
T h e D U K E o r D E V O N S H I R E , K . G , G . C . M . G , G.C.V.O 
G E N E R A L T h e L O R D B Y N G OF V I M Y , G . C . B . , G .C .M.G . , M.V.O 
VISCOUNT W I L L I N G D O N OF RATTON, G .C .S . I . , G . C . I . E . , G . B . E 
T h e E A R L OF B E S S B O R O U G H , G . C . M . G 
L O R D T"WEEDSMUIR OF E L S F I E L D , G .C .M.G . , G .C .V.O. , C . H 
M A J O R - G E N E R A L T h e E A R L OF A T H L O N E , K . G , P . C . , G . C . B . , G .C .M.G 

G.C.V.O. , D . S . O 
F I E L D M A R S H A L VISCOUNT ALEXANDER OF T U N I S , K . G , G . C . B . , 

G . C . M . G . , C .S . I . , D . S . O . , M.C. , A . D . C 
T h e R i g h t Honourable V I N C E N T MASSEY, C . H 

The Cabinet.—Canada's system of responsible government provides for a 
Cabinet or Ministry composed of members of the House of Commons or the Senate. 
The Cabinet is a committee of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada. Without 
enlarging upon the features of the system, it may be sufficient to note that the 
Cabinet is responsible to the House of Commons, initiates nearly all the legislation 
placed before Parliament and, following established precedent, resigns office when 
it becomes evident that it no longer holds the confidence of the representatives 
of the people. Its members are chosen by the Prime Minister and each generally 
assumes charge of one of the various departments of government, although a 
Minister may hold more than one portfolio at the same time, or may be without 
portfolio. 

2.—Prime Ministers since Confederation 

Minis t ry P r i m e Minister Length of Adminis t ra t ion 

1 July 1, 1867 - Nov . 5, 1873 
2 Nov . 7, 1873 - Oct. 16, 1878 
3 Oct . 17, 1878 '- June 6, 1891 
4 June 16, 1891 - N o v . 24, 1892 
5 Dec . 5, 1892 - Dec . 12, 1894 
6 Dec . 21. 1894 - Apr. 27, 1896 
7 May 1, 1896 - July 8, 1896 
8 Julv 11, 1896 - Oct . 6, 1911 

Oct. 10, 1911 - Oct . 12, 1917 

10 
(Conservat ive Admin is t ra t ion! 
Oct . 12, 1917 - July 10, 1920 

11 
(Unionist Adminis t ra t ion) 

July 10, 1920 - Dec . 29, 1921 

12 
13 

R t . Hon. WILLIAM L Y O N MACKENZIE K I N G 

(Unionis t—"Nat ional Libera l 
and Conserva t ive P a r t v " ) 

Dec . 29, 1921 - June 28, 1926 
June 29, 1926 - Sept . 25, 1926 

14 
15 
16 

R t . Hon. R I C H A R D B E D F O R D B E N N E T T 
Sept . 25, 1926 - Aug. 6, 1930 
Aug. 7, 1930 - Oct. 23, 1935 
Oct. 23, 1935 - N o v . 15, 1948 
Nov . 15, 1948 -


